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 Topics that lead to friendly conversations: Gun control. Abortion. Religious 

freedom. Trans rights. Vaccine mandates. Free-market capitalism. Climate change. 

Evolution. Hate speech. Animal rights. Capital punishment. Socialism. Marriage 

equality. Immigration reform. Police reform. Cancel culture. Student debt crisis. 

Universal healthcare. Traditional Catholicism. Latin Mass. Russel Wilson. 

Pineapple on pizza… (Chivas o América…) 

 We are all triggered differently when we hear these things. There are some of 

us might have strong opinions for or against (there is a whole genre of YouTube 

videos now of people giving their opinion and “destroying” the argument from the 

other side), and then there are some of us who are not sure what or how to think 

about some of these things… especially as Christians who are held by Jesus to a 

higher moral standard… I mean we heard it today, we are supposed to be children 

of light not children of the world… so what opinion and position is a child of light 

supposed to take on these various issues? 

Naturally some people look towards the priest, I often get asked about it: 

father what do you think about this? What does the church say about that? Well 

father, I don’t really agree with the church on this… does that make me a bad 

Catholic? Occasionally I get people who are so perplexed about these issues that 

they say: Father, just tell me what to think!? All the while I’m sitting there looking 

at them like a deer in the headlights! I don’t think being a child of light is about 

being told what one should think, rather, it’s about how one should think, there is a 

difference, and I think that is the revelation from Jesus in today’s gospel. 
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 It’s a difficult one. Out of all the commentaries I read as I prepared for today’s 

homily, there is no real consensus as to what exactly is being said in this parable, or 

why Luke thought it was an important lesson for his parishioners, so I will give you 

my take on it and how I think it applies to our lives.  

 Jesus had just told a controversial parable about God’s mercy through the 

willingness of a father to forgive his sons, one who wished him dead, in that story 

of the prodigal son from last week, which he directed to his critics: the Pharisees 

and Scribes. Now Jesus directs his attention to the disciples and tells him this 

parable about what seems to be another controversial topic: money. What makes 

this one so puzzling is that Jesus seems to praise dishonesty in financial affairs and 

calls it prudence. Is that the lesson? Is Jesus giving me permission to cheat on my 

taxes in order to get more money as long as I am being smart about it, not get 

caught, and as long as it’s for a greater good like providing for my family?  

Nope, sorry… still can’t do that. Jesus is not giving a lesson on how to get 

away with fraud, I believe he is revealing a deeply rooted societal problem: that 

money tends to be the driving force behind how and what we think, and then offers 

us a new direction, a new value to be influenced by. So let’s dig in.  

 There are two main characters in this parable: a rich man and his steward who 

handled the finances. Now, today there is a relationship between employee and 

employer, both have rights, but back then employees were more like servant slaves 

and that made life more difficult. That meant that if you were fired for not doing 

your job properly, you had no worker rights, no unions that protected your future. 

And being fired meant everyone assumed you had done something wrong, which 
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meant no other master could trust you, making it nearly impossible to get another 

job, and without an income, you lost all sense of security. The servant in the story 

knows he did something wrong and got caught, and knowing what that meant, he is 

faced with a moment of crisis. If any of you have ever been laid off or have 

experienced financial insecurity, you can imagine how he would have felt: how will 

I be able to provide for my family? Where am I going to find another job?  

 It is in desperation to secure his future that he decides to charge the clients 

less, that way, when he is fired, they might just return the favor and hire him. It was 

a smart move, and what makes the parable so strange is how Jesus has the master 

know exactly what was going on, and instead of firing him, commends the steward, 

forgives his trespass, and lets him keep his job, his future was secure. 

 Jesus is redirecting our focus. In society, value and security is measured by 

wealth. The more wealth we have, both as individuals and as a nation, the more 

secured our lives tend to feel. Therefore, human behavior, choices, and thoughts 

about issues that effect society tend to be influenced by that which we consider to 

be of value, wealth. On the one hand, focusing on wealth as our sense of value and 

security makes us susceptible to dishonesty, to do not so nice things in order to have 

more of it so that we feel more secure. On the other hand, wanting to establish my 

own financial security will also make me realize I need people on my side, and even 

if it is out of self-interest, I will be inclined to treating others well.  

 So with this parable, Jesus looks at the disciples and says: look, if someone 

who sees the highest value in wealth is willing to do something nice for others even 
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if it is out of desperate self-interest, then you, whom I have revealed what is truly of 

value, how much more are you to do what is right for the right reasons.  

The value that will really secure people’s lives, and that which Jesus reveals 

through the parables, can be found at the end of the parables. In the prodigal son, 

the youngest son thought his future was secured with money. Once it was gone, he 

had nothing left, he was dead, his life was over… but in returning to the father, he 

found life, not in money, but in being forgiven. In this parable, the steward sought 

security in money so cheated to get more, gets caught, looses it, thinks his life is 

over… but to his surprise he finds security, not in having a job, but in being 

forgiven. Forgiveness restores relationship, and living in relationship leads to 

salvation – and that, no money can buy. 

 Once again Jesus is giving us the controversial reality of God’s desire that all 

be saved… that God is even willing to see the good done even out of self-interest, 

but the challenge for Christians, who have come to know Jesus, is to allow the real 

value of God’s forgiveness and salvation for us be the driving force in how we 

conduct our worldly affairs.   

Here lies the implication for us. When it comes to all of those dilemmas in our 

current world: be it climate change, economics, immigration, right to life, 

healthcare, we are prone to thinking about these issue and forming our opinions 

about them based on money. How will this immigration policy make the economy 

more or less stable? How will this healthcare or infrastructure bill misuse my hard-

earned taxpayer money? How much money are pharmaceuticals or doctors making 

out of this or that mandate? If my opinion is being shaped by my desire for financial 
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security, then chances are I will act like the steward and think more about my own 

financial future rather than what is really important: the salvation of all peoples. 

Jesus is inviting us to formulate our choices and opinions, not on what will 

yield the best economy, but on what will yield the environment for all to experience 

God’s mercy for humanity. The goal of the church is to be such environment, a 

community driven by a true and honest concern for one another. With that 

perspective, the way we use our wealth and resources changes. The way we speak 

about current world issues changes. We might stand on one side or the other 

regarding these issues, but with this perspective, either side has the possibility of 

advocating for what is truly of value: the human person, that is what is really at 

stake. 

Jesus will continue to offer the disciples parables and lessons that bring these 

issues up time and time again, the three consecutive chapters in Luke are filled with 

similar parables just before Jesus takes the next step: his entrance into Jerusalem. 

There, the disciples will see their master hanging on the cross, without a single 

worldly possession on sight, they themselves will have absolutely nothing. 

Hopefully by then they would be able to recognize the father and the master in 

these parables standing in front of them, offering them what is truly of value, what 

no worldly security can provide: words of forgiveness, and true salvation. 

Hopefully, it would give them a new value, a new direction for how they think 

about the world, and how they chose to live their lives. 


